ane Valley Woods

Land Management Plan
2022-2031

Dane Valley Woods



Dane Valley Woods Land Management Plan (202:22031)

Contents

1. INTRODUCTION.....ccttuuiee s eersssassssss s srr s s srssssssssss s s s s e e s s rrss s sssssss s s snnessnnnssnsnsssnss 4.

1.2. INFORMATION GATHERING .. utttttttuneeretstnnsaassneeesssnaeesesssnneeseennnnssnseeeesssnaeeeesssnnasseeseesnnns 5.
1.3. HOW TO USE THIS MANAGEMENTPLAN. ....uuuttetttttieeeteetsinsaasssseessnneessesssnnsanssenesssnnsesesssnnnees a..

2. GUIDING PRINCIPLES........cco it ersnessssn s s ssnsns s s e nnnnsmnnnnn
3. SITE DESCRIPTION...... oottt crres s snss s s snaan s 8.

3. 1. SOILS AND GEGLOGY ...uuuttiiiiieeeeeiiittseseeseaessaseseaeesaaassssesesaaaassssseseessaasssssessaaaaanseseeeessanasssnnes 8..
I oo =1 NSRRI 9
3.3, COMPARTMENTS cttttteeeeeeiitttreeeeeeeearnneeeeessaasstraeeeeeessanneeeeeaaassassaeeeesssaanneeeesaansssseneeeessenssens 9
3.4. OTHER FEATURES WITHINTHE WOOD .....uuutiiiieeeeiiitreeeeeeeeaseeeeeeesaasnssssesssaaaannsesaessssnsssssssens 10.
3. 5. DESIGNATIONS ... .cittttieeeeeeeeeitieeeeasettaeeeeeeeeeaasssaeeaaessssseseeeesaaasssssssaaaaasssseeeeesaansssneeesannn 12
3.6. URBAN GREEN SPACE ANRINKS TO THE WIDER @UNTRYSIDE.......uuuveeeeeiiiiriereieeeereeeeeeeaeans 12
3.7. BIOLOGICAL RECORDINGAND PROTECTED SPECHE. .. .eceieeeeiiiitrreeeeeeeeennnreeeessesssssneeeesessnnnnness 13
3.8. NON-NATIVE AND INVASIVESPECIES......cccettiittrereeeeeiesnneeeessaassssssseeeessannssseessssssssssseeeessanns 15
3.0, ARCHAEOLOGY....uuitieeeeiiiittteeeeeeeeaanreeeessaaattaeeeeeessanneeeeeasassbtseeeaeessaanneaeessassssseeeeessannsrens 15
I O o 1N =T N PRSPPI 16
G 00 IO Tt O V40T T | = o O UOOPPPPPRR I o
3.10.2. GrasSIand...........cooiiiiiiiiet e et s e e e e e e e e e e e e e s 22222 aaaeeeeeessess el O
R 0 10 T =] = 0 ] o L= PSR!

4. MISSION STATEMENT AND OBJECTIVES.........ccccoiimnniinierennn s ssanes 22

4.1 IMISSION STATEMENT . .. euteueuntntenseneeneesasasensen e teessensen s asaseeerenrensen e sesasansensensensenennens 22
A O S | =0 1 Y =< T, 22

S. STRENGTHS AND THREAS........coootee i rrnnne s s n s s 23
6. MANAGEMENT PRESCRIADNS AND RATIONALE...........ccooininninin 25

6.1. TREE PLANTING AND AFERCARE......cuuutittttttuaeestemnnnssnaeseesssnaeseessnnnsasaeseessnnaeeeessnaaneens 25
6.1.1. Coppicing and woodland ManagemeNnt.............uuuee e evreneeeseeennnn s e e eese s 20
6.1.2. Reinstatement of the eqUINOX CIrCle.............coooviii e e e e eee0000. 20
6.1.3. Establishment of @ tre@ NUISEIY........cocoiiiiiiii et e e e ee 02 20,

6.2. GLADE CREATION AND MANTENANCE. .. ... tttttttieeereesssaaasessesssnneeesesssnnsessnssnnsssneeesesssneeees 21.
6.2.1. Establishment of grassland................ooooiimeceeeeeeeecs e e 2O
6.2.2. Management Of grasSIand..............oiiiiiii e e e e e e et s« A 2

6.3. BRAMBLE AND INVASIVESPECIES CONTROL .ceutuuiititttieesesrnmnssseeesesssneessesssnaasesssesssnneeees 36
6.3.1. INVASIVE SPECIES CONIIDL.......iiiiiiiii e et e e e e e eeta s st 2222t e e e e e e e e s s e 02 i3 O

6.4, PATH MAINTENANCE ....ctttttuttuuuu e e e eeeaaaeaeaaaaeeeeessssnsaa s aaaaaasaaaaaaaeeeessssssnn s s aeeeeaaeeees 36
6.4.1. RIde MANAGEIMENIL......cciiiiiiiiiiieees ettt s e e e e s s 11112222222 a 2 e e e e e e« 2 222 e e e e e 22 13D

Pagel



Dane Valley Woods Land Management Plan (202:22031)

6.5. CREATING HABITATS FORNILDLIFE .. .etttieeiiiittiteeeeessasnneessssssssssseeesessssmnnnessssnnsssseeesssssnnnes 39
6.6. TASK DAYS TOOL USE AND TRAINING ....cttteeeiiittttieeeeessannneeessssssssseeessssssnnnanessssnssssseeesessnns 40.
B.6.1. TOOI USE...ceiiiiiiiiiiieiiiis sttt e e e e e e e s s e s+ s ZHO)
B.6.2. TIAINMING.....ciieeeeeeeeeeeeeeees e eeeeeeeaass e s 5000422222222 2 s 1222222222222 2 000000 s L
6.7. ON AND OFF SITE INTERRETATION ....cttttttiutttreteeesssannnesssasnssssseessesssasnnnnesssssssssseeessssanssesd 41
6.8. EDUCATION AND EVENTS. ...t iiuttttteeiteeesastieeeessstttseeeeesasssssssesassssssseeeasesssnssssseeessnnsssseeeeens 42
6.9. SITE DESIGNATION ......uuttiieiieeeeesiittieessssistseeeeeeessssssssesssasssssseeaesssssssssesensnsssseeeesesssnnsnssees G,
7. APPENDIX I: TIMING @F CONSERVATION TASKS........ccctittieeeeceeseeeee e eeee s 45
8. APPENDIX II: SPECIEBIST.........coiiceeevieeeeiiessseeeeesresssnssses s snssessnssssssssssssssseeseeseennsn 40
Figures
Figure 1: Location of The Dane Valley WOOUS............uuueiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeicccccccccreeeree e e e e e 5.
Figure 2: Management plan flow diagram.............cooooiiiiiiir ) 6...
Figure 3: Aerial view of Dane Valley Woods from the south © Swift Aerial Photography.....8
Figure 4: Access at Dane Valley WOOS...........cooviiiiiiiiicceceeiiiiieeeeeee e e e e e 9.
Figure 5: The compartments of Dane Valley WoodSs................coooo oot 10
Figure 6: Fido the fox and bench within a wildflower glade..................cc.o i, 11
Figure 7: Glades and other features ofinterest at Dane Valley Woods...............cccooeennieeeee. 12
Figure 8: Mixed Native PIantiNg............ccooiiiiiiii e e e e e nnnnne e 17
[T T8I =3Re A o To |10 To Lo B 17
Figure 10: Open grassy area of Dane Valley WOO0dS...........cccuviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 18
Figure 11: Pyramidal OrChIG............coooii i e e e e e e e e e e e 19
T 0TI 2 VAV o I o= 1 o ] S 20
Figure 13: Grass VELChIING...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e eeeer e eeees 20
Figure 14: Extent of brambles at Dane Valley Woods.................cooo oo 21
Figure 15: Fido and bench in small glade...............coooiiiiie e 24
Figure 16: Tree planting opportunity areas &Dane Valley Woods..............ccoovvvviiiiccccceennn. 26
Figure 17: Existing and proposed glades at Dane Valley Woods..............cooevvviiieeeeniiinnnnnnn. 27
Figure 18: Existing and proposed paths in Dane Valley WoodSs..............ccoovvvvivieeeeniiiiininnnnns 37
Figure 19: Three zone ride management. Source (Forestry CommisSion)...........cccceveveenns 38
Figure 20: Hibernaculum design © Nigel Hand, Central ECology..........ccccceeiiiiiiiiiieneneeenne. 39
Figure 21: Recent FacebhOOK POSL........uuiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee e e e e 42
Figure 22: Management prescriptions for Dane Valley Woods..........cccccccvvciiiivccceeenenee 44

Page2



Dane Valley Woods Land Management Plan (202:22031)

This management plan has been produced by White Horse Ecology on behalf dhe Dane
Valley Woods Steering Group. More information about the site and their work can be found
on the Dane Valley Woods website and Facebook page:

Website: http://danevalleywoods.org/
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/DaneValleyWoods

5 !'X | BK °° -Z F| °X ,-387X ( N- Werknginpalure 2 - 3 X
conservation and has been working with Dane Valley Woods since 2008. He has worked

with community groups, helping them to develop their own plans that suit the needs of their

site and the resources they have at their disposal. He is aufl member of the Chartered

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM). He has also been a
committee member of the Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group since 2004.

Thanks are due to all of the DaneValley Woods group that have helped with the creation of
this report as well as all of those people who have contributed wildlife records. Particular
thanks are due to Steve Darling and Michaela Flintas well as the rest of the Steering Group,
who have spent many hoursproviding input to this plan and for helping to ensure that the
plan is an accurate representation of the work of the Dane Valley Woods group.

This document has an associated work plan that complements this report. It is a shorter
document that lists the actions and prescriptions geerated by this report.

Unless stated, #l images in this report are the copyright of Dane Valley Woods or White
Horse Ecology. All rights reserved.

December 2021

White Horse Ecology

T: 01227 652126

T: 07540 250320

E: info@whitehorseecology.co.uk
W: www.whitehorseecology.co.uk

Q’ sl

. Dane Valley Woods
White Horse Ecology T~
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1. Introduction

Dane Valley Woods is an area of public open space that is owned by Thanet District Council
in Margate. It is managed by Dane Valley Woods, a local group dedicated to the creation of
a community woodland, with assistance from Thanet District ©@uncil.

All of the trees at Dane Valley Woods have been planted by volunteers since 2003 on a
former landfill site adjacent to Dane Valley Rd.

This plan serves a number of purposes:
1 To guide the work of Dane Valley Woods over the next 10 years;
1 To act asa summary of the achievements of Dane Valley Woods since its inception in

2003;

1 To describe the habitats created by the group and the wildlife found within them;

To clearly set out the ethos of the group, what it is trying to achieve and why;

1 To provide an accessible document that can be viewed by interested members of the
public;

1 To provide information about the management of the site that can be provided to
Thanet District Council as the landowner;

1 Support future funding applications.

=

It is hoped that this document will be both comprehensive and accessible.

Dane Valley Woods is an unincorporated group,which is run by its steering group. The
group has permission from, and the support of, Thanet District Councilto manage the
woodland primarily as a canmunity resource that provides the opportunity for local people
to enjoy wildlife, open space and to get involved in enhancing the local area. It forms part of
a wider network of greenspaces within Thanet. Thanet District Council retains responsibility
for some elements of the area as the landowner. Kent County Council manages a cycle path
that runs through the middle of Dane Valley Woods.

1.1. Location

Dane Valley Woods is located in Margate, south of the town centre between Dane Valley Rd
and the Margate to Broadstairs railway line. Grid reference of centre of site: TR 365 698
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Dane Valley Woods - Location

[ Site Boundary

e  © \White Horse Ecology 2021
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Figurel: Location ofTheDane Valley Woods

1.2. Information gathering

This management plan was compiled with specific reference to information gathered from
O X ?°XX3 «z +3-A° J«T Z3-2a o] X JA°|-3Z" ! «-
the last 13 years. Information has been collected from the following sources:

Meeting minutes from the Dane Valley Woods Steering Group;
Site visits undertaken throudhout 2021;

Input from public consultations and feedback;

Information gathered during wildlife surveys;

The constitution of Dane Valley Woods.

= =4 4 4

1.3. How to use this management plan

Management plans are not designed to be static documents that never change. Thegre
part of a process that involves identifying aims and objectives, putting a plan into place and
then reviewing the success of the plan,adjusting as necessary. A typical management flow
diagram can be foundbelow.
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Figure2: Management plan flow diagram
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2. Guiding principles

There are a number of principles thatguide the work of the group that are fundamental to
some of the decisions that are takenaround site management. These ideas are distinct,
though linked to, the management aims and objectives that are found in section 4 of this
plan. The guiding principés include but are not limited to:

1 The woodland is managed for everybody to enjoy;

1 The woodland is managed by a democratically elected and accountable Steering
Group;

1 Dane Valley Woods is a notfor-profit group and no Steering Group members are
paid for their roles within the woodland,;

1 The group raise money externally to support their work including obtaining money
from grants, business donations, personal donations and fundraising events;

1 Wherever possible, business donations are accepted from small ancthedium sized
local companies, whose ethos aligns with this plan There is no corporate sponsorship
and the group will not accept donations for carbon offsetting and will not engage with
carbon credit schemes This ensures that the group has freedom to maage the
woodland purely for the benefit of wildlife and local people;

1 The group only plant whips and small trees that do not require watering to aid their
establishment. They believe thatwhen large trees are planted, they will always
struggle to establish themselvesin the soil at Dane Valley Woods and require too
many additional resources to keep them alive Small trees require only mulch and the
removal of vegetation that may overwhelm them in the first couple of years. Smaller
trees are also much cleaper to purchase Generally, the largest whips planted are 1.5
metres tall. All trees are of local provenance wherever possible to limit the spread of
tree diseases and to ensure that trees planted are suited to local conditions.

1 Only native or naturalised trees are planted at Dane Valley Woods as these trees
offer the best opportunities for native wildlife. Most of them will also cope with a
degree of climate change and natural regeneration will replace any that do fail in the
future due to climate change. There are some trees that do not fit these criteria in
the woods and some may be removed if they are likely to become invasive;

1 Dane Valley Woods have discontinued the use of tee shelters and tree guards,
largely due to the lack of rabbits or deer ; the site and due to the shelters being
made from plastic
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3. Site description

Dane Valley Woods is arelatively new community woodland situated in Margate, UK.
Planting commenced in 2003 with the support of Thanet District Council. It is on the site of
a former landfill facility and is public open space. The site is 5 hectares in size. Since 2003,
the volunteer group Dane Valley Woods has been planting trees on the site and providing
opportunities for local people to get involved with the creation of the woodland. The
complete site consists of the community woodland and the Dane Valley Woods
headquarters situated at Dane Valley Allotments adjacent to the woods. The site is nhow a
combination of newly planted trees, grassland and brambleslit supports a rich diversity of
wildlife and a variety of different habitats. This is best shown in the aerial photograph in
figure 3. A forest school occupies a one acre plot of land between Dane Valley Woods and
Dane Valley Allotments. This land is not under thenanagementof Dane Valley Woods and
will not be included in this plan

Figure3: Aerial view of Dane Valley Woods from the south © Swift Aerial Photography

3.1. Soils and geology

The underlying geology of Dane Valley Woods is chalk. However, the surface soils of the
site are more complex due to disturbance over recent years. Most of the site was once a
landfill complex which has since been capped with clay though some areas hawve cap and
others have also had topsoil added. As a consequence, growing conditiongre variable
across the site. The poor condition of the soil for growing trees has been challenging but the
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end result is a woodland that has a very open feel and supposgt more wildlife than if trees
had formed a continuous canopy.

3.2. Access

A cycle path adopted by Kent County Council runs roughly east to west across Dane Valley
Woods from Dane Valley Rd to the railway bridge. Thigarmacked surface provides the best
accessfor vehicles to the site. A number of informal paths have been maintained by the
volunteer group. These paths (shown in figure4) are not Public Rights of Way but are well
use by local people who walk dogs or use the woods for other recreational activies. Some
of the paths have become overgrown and will be reinstated and other areas of the wood
have no access which will be addressedver the course of this management plan cycle

Dane Valley Woods - Paths

»

[ Site Boundary

Paths

— Tarmacked
Well established
To reinstate

— To establish

© White Horse Ecology 2021

0 20 40 9 120m

slib

Dane Valley Woods
e~

@White Horse Ecology
Base Maps © Google Maps 2021

Figure4: Access at Dane Valley Woods

3.3. Compartments

To help guide planting and to be able to easily refer to certain parts of the wood the site has
been split into compartments. These compartments reflected natural divisions in the wood
created either by vegetation structure or the network of access pahs and can be seen in
figure 5.
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Compartment summary Area (hectares)
la Railway: Partly planted with good natural regeneration 0.35

1b Planted pre 2008 with some of the largest trees on site 0.99

1c Planted with large amounts of hazel and includessolstice 0.67
circle

2a Planting age decreases from north to south 1.11

2b Large areas dominated by bramble 1.88

3 Dane Valley Woods HQ 0.02

Dane Valley Woods - Compartments

+ 2 g [ Compartments

© White Horse Ecology 2021

o 20 0 90 120m

wibs

Dane Valley Woods
e~

@White Horse Ecology
Base Maps © Google Maps 2021

Figure5: The compartments of Dane Valley Woods

3.4. Other features within the wood

A number of other features can also be found within Dane Valley Woods. These range from
interpretation and noticeboards to benches They are an important part of ensuring that the
community feel welcomed when visiting the woodland and also creating a fekthat the site is
being looked after and managed, rathethan being left unmanaged. These featuresas well
as the glades (both already in place and those that are proposed within this plan) are shown
in figure 7.
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Dane Valley Woods - Glades & other features
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Figure7: Glades and other features of interest at Dane Valley Woods

3.5. Designations

Dane Valley Woods has been designated as Local Green Space by Thanet District Council
Additionally, lowland deciduous woodland is considered to be a Natural Engnd Priority
Habitat under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural CommunitiesAct (2006).
There is arecommendation about how this will be addressed later in this plan.

3.6. Urban green space andihks to the wider countryside

The importance of urban sites such asDane Valley Woods is greater than the sum of the

land given over to wildlife on the site itself. These areas provide essential green space that
acts as a refuge to wildlife which, in turn, will increase the amount of wildlife in nearby
gardens. These spaces also provide important areas of recreational space for local residents
and access to wildlife. Additionally, despite dense housingin this part of Margate, there are
currently still physical links to the wider countryside provided, in part, by Dane Valley
Woods. These allow for the movement of wildlife both to and from Dane Valley Woodsto
adjacent sites. Equally, sitessuch astheseNJ « MX A" XT J~ Zz7~ °X°° «z
animals such as birdsas illustrated by the presence of species such as kestrelFélco
tinnunculug. The most important habitats found adjacent toDane Valley Woodsare:

Pagel2



Dane Valley Woods Land Management Plan (202:22031)

1 The railway line and its surrounds provide a linear corridor through farmland to
Ramsgate and the countryside beyond

T &J«X EJBKXE F--T° Z-32a’ °©J3o - Z J 2z3 XX«
ol 3-Az| -°X«W z3 XX« “°JIJNX .©- 5-N! X007 F- -

1 Farming areas tosouth of the railway line. Although these areas are degraded from a
biodiversity perspective as they are predominantly arable the remaining hedgerows
and narrow headlandsdo provide links to the wider countryside.

3.7. Biologicalrecording andprotected species

Dane Valley Woodsis arelatively new habitat. However, in the last ten years, the group has
made great efforts to start recording some of the wildlife that is present in the woods It is
important that these records are sent to the varbus recording groups in Kent. One way that
this can be done is to record sightings on apps like iRecord that are shared with recording
groups and the Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre

Whilst the overarching aim of nature conservation management withinDane Valley Woods

is to enhance habitats for all species groups, there are specific species that require attention

in their own right due to their protected status. This section will idertify those species that

have been recorded on site,are protected and which legislation they are covered by. Other
important, but not protected, species will be dealt with in the assessment of habitats.
5J«Jz «z = °X° G ©°| °3-0XN°XT ~°XN X «XXT«ZO
activities that should be avoided.
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Species Locations (if known) Notes

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 201
This is the highest level ofdesignation and provides protection against killinginjury and
disturbance. The breeding and resting habitat of these species is also protected

Common pipistrelle Common pipistrellebats have been recorded at Dane Valley

(Pipistrellus pipistrelld)s Woods, but it is likely that other species are present. The scrub
and long grass will provide plenty of feeding opportunities for
bats and, as trees become larger, roosting opportunities will
increase in number. Futher recording is recommended.

Dormouse Dormice have not been recorded in Thanet as they are associatec
(Muscardinus with areas that have a lot of ancient woodland. However, the
avellanariuy railway line provides good connections with the wider countryside

and the habitat at Dane Valley Woods is ideal for dormice. A
one-off nesting tube survey may be useful.

Great crested newt Native colonies of great crested newts are not present in Thanet
(Triturus cristatu} (though introduced populations can be found in Monkton and at
Quex Park). They have not been recorded at Dane Valley Woods

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) b protection under section 9.1 of the act
Speciesidentified under schedule 5 of the act have protection against killing or injury
although their habitat is not protected.

Viviparous lizard Recorded throughout the site in  Any works that include
(Zootoca vivipara all compartments mechanical control of long
Grass snake Natrix Neither species recorded on site grasses or other vegetation
helvetica) but both have been observed on should be avoided between
Slow-worm (Anguilis  the adjacent Dane Valley March and October as should
fragilig Allotments site. Adders are not  major ground disturbance in
found in Thanet. winter months where reptiles

may be hibernating. Keeping
grass short (amenity grass and
paths etc.) prevents areas
becoming suitable for reptiles
so can be mown at any time.

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) D protection under section 1.1 of the act
Wild birds are protected against killing as well as damaging or destroying nests and eggs.

All wild bird species Found throughout the site. Vegetation management of
potential nesting sites should
not take place during the
breeding season (usually
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March to August) unless using
hand tools and checks are
made for nests.

Other protected species

Common frog (Rana temporaripand smooth newt (Lissotriton vulgarjsare protected from
being sold or advertised for sale. Common shrews(Sorex araneysand pygmy shrews
(Sorex minutupare also protected from being trapped and a licence is needed for this work
These species are alknown to be present on site. However, this has little mpact on the
management of the woodland.

3.8. Non-native and invasive species

As with all sites, both nonnative and invasive species are presenat Dane Valley Woods
These species have the potential to spread rapidiand threaten the status of native species.
Those identified include:
1 Harlequin ladybird Harmonia axyridisb a threat to native ladybirds.
1 Winter flowering heliotrope (Petasites fragransb moisture loving winter flowering
plant that can dominate if left unchecked.
1 Ringnecked parakeet (Psittacula krame}ib a large and noisybird that has become
well-established in Thanet
1 Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanysb a rapidly spreading tree that can shade out
regeneration of native species.
1 Turkey oak Quercuscerrig b an introduced oak species that can hybridise with native
specimens.
1 Brambles Rubus fruticosus aggb native but invasive Dominates in parts of the
woods.
Whilst little can be done about ladybirds andparakeets non-native invasive plants should be
removed if safe to do so and where this does not compromise protected species The extent
of brambles prevents the attempted removal of all plants. Sycamore saplings should be
pulled when encountered and turkey oaksshould be considered br removal. A tree popper
or mattocks could help with this work.

3.9. Archaeology

St PetersFootpath is thought to have gone through Dane Valley Woods and archaeological
excavations have taken place to establish whether this was the cas Although the potential
for unearthing archaeological remains has most likely been compromised by the site's former
uses as allotments and more recently as a landfill, the group's activities should be mindful of
the fact that Roman and AngleSaxon findshave been recorded within half a mile of Dane
Valley Woods.
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3.10. Habitats

In order to make appropriate management decisions it is necessary tassessthe habitats
that are found at Dane Valley Woods This ensures that any future management does not
compromise the wildlife and protected species on the site. The site can be split into broad
habitat types.

3.10.1. Woodland

Large areas of Dane Valley Woods have been planted with native species (as well as some
sweet chestnut) since the decision to create a woodland on tlie site was taken. The first
trees were planted in 2003 and planting has continued most winters since then. There are
distinct areas where a single species has been planted and areas where a mixture of low
growing shrubs and trees have been planted. Thevariations in soil type have had a
considerable impact upon the growth of trees at Dane Valley Woods. Areas where there is a
clay cap covering the former landfill site do not lend themselves to fast tree growth. As a
consequence, some of the oldest tres on site have not reached the size expected since
planting. Most trees have been planted without guards or mulch mats as this was found to
be the most effective way of preventing vandalism. The lack of a mulch mats has resulted in
newly planted trees facing considerable competition from grasses and ruderal weeds such as
stinging nettles Urtica dioicg, cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestrjsand alexanders $myrnium
olusatrun). This competition has led to some of the planted trees being shaded out and
having compromised growthrates.

Species planted include:

English oak Hazel Hawthorn Silver birch
Dogwood Wayfaring tree Wild service tree Box
Spindle Guelder rose Sweet chestnut Hornbeam
Rowan Whitebeam Cherry Field maple
Beech Willow Ash

Sycamore, hawthorn, blackthorn, walnut and elder have established naturally, particularly in
compartments la and 1b.

However, the slow growth rate of trees does have considerable advantages. Dane Valley
Woods still has a very open feel resuing in more opportunities for wildlife and for the
interface between woodland and other habitats to cover a larger area than if a continuous
canopy had developed. Approximately 6200 trees have been planted at Dane Valley Woods
Consequently, the opportunity to plant more trees is limited to infilling areas where
previously planted trees have failed. The focus for the group is now increasingly on
conserving and enhancing areas of grassland and open space.
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3.10.2. Grassland

Whilst the majority of Dane Valley Woods was grassed in 2003 a combination of tree
planting and bramble growth make this habitat considerably less widespread in 20. The
naturally occurring grassland is of varying character with some supporting a range of
meadow flowers such asoxeye daisy [eucanthemum vulgajeyarrow (Achillea millefoliury
grass vetchling (Lathyrus nissoljpand for only the second time in 2021, pyramidal orchid
(Anacamptis pyramidaljs Red bartsia has also been found for the first time recently, an
excellent development showing how the meaadws are evolving. Other ruderal species as
discussedearlier, such as alexanders and stinging nettles can dominate in places, particularly
where the ground has been disturbed. Additional grassland can be found at the
headquarters at Dane Valley Allotmens where a pond has also been installed.

Grassed areas are becoming increasingly important at the site and the group are looking to
develop these areas further by creating meadow glades, including one which was seeded and
the topsoil was removed prior to creation. Other areas of grassland that are not particularly
species rich and are dominated by rank grasses provide excellent reptile habitat and these
are also being prioritised for conservation. Paths and the areas around them also create
areas of grastand with a variety of sward heights.

FigurelO: Open grassy area of Dane Valley Woo
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Figurel2: Wild carrot
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Figurel3: Grass vetchling

















































































